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Conference in 1923, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapra presented
India's case and observed : " Let me tell you frankly, as
a subject of King George, that I fight for a place in'his
household and will not be content with a place in his
stables/' The Imperial Conference recognized that there
was an incongruity between the position of India as an equal
partner of the British Commonwealth and the existence
of disabilities upon British Indians in the Dominions and
Colonies. There are, however, economic and social prob-
lems arising from different standards of living and different
levels of culture, which are not easy to solve ; but I am not
disposed to believe that it is not possible to find a just
and reasonable modus vivendi for harmonizing the con-
flicting interests involved in the grant of citizenship to Indians
in the Empire overseas. The real touchstone of British
statesmanship lies in making the British Commonwealth
a free association of peoples without distinction of race or
creed. The Dominions and Colonies should realize that
it would be a difficult task to resist measures of retaliation
from the Asiatic units of the Commonwealth if they be-
come convinced that their position in South Africa, Canada,
Australia and East Africa will never conform, in practice,
to the ideal of Imperial Citizenship.

(J) The Indian States, the second Partner

Since the accession of the Indian States to Federation
is the corner-stone of that structure, the Princes occupy the
place of a second partner in the making of Federal India.
Those who are familiar with the structure and traditions of
the Indian States should sympathize with the Princes for
not being able to reconcile their position easily with the
proposal for a Federal Government of India. It means,
in the words of Lord Bryce, " the existence of a double
government, a double allegiance, a double patriotism/'
and calls for fresh adjustments in the relations of the two
Indias.

The Princes, however, realize that they can no longer